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Truth is the province of reason,  and it  is by the
cultivation of the rational faculty that provision is
made for its being known always, and thought of as
often as is required by duty and the circumstances of
human life.     But when the reason is strongly cul-
tivated, the imagination may safely follow its own
end, and do its best to make life pleasant and lovely
inside the castle, in reliance on the fortifications raised:
and maintained by Eeason round the outward bounds.
On these principles it appears to me that the indul-
gence of hope with regard to the government of the
universe and the destiny of man after death, while
we recognize as a clear truth that we have no ground
for   more   than  a  hope,  is   legitimate   and   philo-
sophically defensible.    The beneficial effect of such
a hope is far from trifling.    It makes life and human
nature a far greater thing to the feelings, and gives
greater strength as well as greater solemnity to all
the sentiments which  are awakened  in us  by our
fellow-creatures and by mankind at large.    It allays
the sense of that irony of Nature which is so pain-
fully felt when we see the exertion^ and sacrifices of
a life culminating in the formation of a wise and
noble mind, only to disappear from the world when
the time has just arrived at which the world seems
about to begin reaping the benefit of it.    The truth
that life is short and art is long is from of old one of
the most discouraging parts of our condition; this